Class news – Transforming Show and tell into a writing
and reading experience
Class news is a great way to turn your traditional “Show and
tell” session into an effective literacy-focussed teaching
episode.
Incorporating features of approaches such as language
experience, modelled writing and reading, and shared
book, Class news teaches reading and writing in context in a
way that connects with and shows value for children’s lives.
If you question the value returned for time spent in Show
and tell sessions, then Class news might be for you.
About show and tell
In a traditional “Show and tell” sharing session, children take turns to tell their classmates about an
item they have brought in to show, or relate a recent event in their lives. The practice introduces
children to public speaking, helps to develop confidence and oral communication skills, and
encourages attentive listening.
However, children may fidget rather than listen and, with their minds elsewhere, are often more
interested in talking about themselves than in learning about others.
Although children may be encouraged to ask questions after each talk, their questions are often
standard, repetitive, and lacking in thought. They may be unrelated to anything the speaker said, or
may request information already supplied. They are often asked by children who want to be seen
doing the right thing, rather than from a desire to know more or to participate in genuine discussion.
Changing it up
In Class news, children still take turns to tell their classmates about items brought from home or
relate a recent event in their lives, but their contributions are recounted, written, and read. A blend
of modelled and collaborative writing, the sessions offer rich opportunities for targeted teaching in
an integrated approach to literacy; including:
Features of written language:
•
•
•

Format and directionality: where to start, which direction to go, where to go next, spaces
between words
Punctuation: capital letters, full stops, commas, exclamation marks
Spelling: letter-sound correspondence, alternative spellings, spelling patterns

But more importantly, it:
•
•
•
•

builds upon children’s own interests and language
shows that they, their lives and experiences, are valued
provides a purpose for writing and a meaningful context for reading
teaches writing and reading as a whole of language experience

Class news – the basics
Class news can begin from the first day of school or introduced any time during the year. The jointly
constructed texts are excellent for beginning readers. They are richer in interest, content, language,
and vocabulary than any first reader.
•
•
•
•

A child shares an item of news as in a traditional Show and tell session.
The teacher and children jointly construct a recount of the child’s news.
The teacher writes the recount.
The children read the written report.

Text length can be adjusted to the children’s ability. One sentence may be sufficient at the beginning
of the year. The number of sentences can be increased to four or more as children progress. A
headline (main idea) can also be added as the text length increases.
A piece of lined A4 or A3 paper (wide blue lines) attached to an easel, in easy reach of teacher and
children, and a set of felt pens is all that is required.
Writing and reading Class News: The process
Sharing
The child shares.
Because the child is relating a personal experience, it is
usually a first-person statement; for example, “I went to the
beach.”
Occasionally it may be a third-person statement; for
example, “My father got a new car.”
The teacher and children may request more information; for example:
•
•
•

When did you go to the beach?
Who did you go with?
What did you do there?

Composing
The teacher invites children to report the child’s news.
The teacher and children jointly compose a statement which will be used to create a written record.
Note: The news is reported and written in the third-person; for example, “Georgie went to the beach
on the weekend.” Children quickly understand the necessity for this when it is explained.
Writing
The teacher scribes.
The teacher models the process of writing by thinking aloud each step; for example:
•
•
•
•

I start at the top left.
I always start a sentence with a capital letter.
What do I write first?
What will I write next?

•
•
•
•
•

What sounds can I hear in (word)? What does it begin with? What comes next? How do I
write (letter)? How do I write (word)?
I go this way (left to right).
I must remember to leave a space between words.
I put a full stop at the end of the sentence.
Let me check what I’ve written. Does it make sense? Have I written everything?
The teacher invites children to participate in the writing by:
•
sharing their knowledge to join in the thinking
process, and
•
writing what they can; for example:
o
Georgie could write her name
o
other children could write letters they know, or
even whole words they can spell.

The greatest benefit of the teaching episode comes in the discussion which targets features
appropriate to the children’s developing literacy knowledge.
Sight words can be highlighted, as can unusual or alternative spellings.
It is important for the teacher to be encouraging. If a child should suggest a double ‘e’ spelling for
beach, the teacher should confirm that a double ‘e’ is a possible way of spelling the sound, but that
in beach we use the letters ea. This affirms children’s developing knowledge of written language and
builds on that knowledge.
As children in the class are at different levels of development, some will be ready to take this on
board, others may need to encounter it many times.
Reading
Reading is involved in every step of the process.
The text is read and re-read during writing to ensure all information is included, that it makes sense
and sounds right. This is a great opportunity to introduce and demonstrate the editing process,
adding and deleting words, correcting tense and spellings, inserting punctuation.
After completion, the entire text is read by the teacher and children together, and the child is asked
to confirm that the text is an accurate record of what was shared. If necessary, any additional edits
or revisions can be made.
Because the text was written collaboratively with the children, about a subject with which they are
familiar, it is easy for them to read.
The teacher invites a child or two to read the text independently, praising attempts, and offering
support and encouragement.
The purpose of the teaching episode is to progress, not test, children’s learning so all interactions
should be positive, supportive, and encouraging.
However, children’s responses provide teachers with valuable information that can be used for
future planning.

But is it real reading?
Recall of what was heard and collaboratively written contributes greatly to the children’s ability to
read these shared texts. While memory supports their reading, they are also developing effective
writing and reading skills. Because it is real language used in real contexts, it contains words that
would not appear on a sight word list. Reading in context teaches children that reading is about
meaning and demonstrates that writing is done by people, just like them, for particular purposes.
They are learning that:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Text is speech written down, but written text is not always the same as spoken language; for
example, we may phrase it differently, or leave out words, repetitions, or false starts.
Text is written by people (writers, authors, journalists) for a purpose.
Speech is represented by letters used in combination.
There are conventions that govern the way text is written; for example, we leave spaces
between words, we start sentences with capital letters and finish them with full stops.
The message in print remains the same no matter how many times it is read.
Reading is a process of making meaning from written text. We use an interaction of cues to
help us unlock the text and its meaning; including, knowledge of what the text is about
(semantics), understanding of patterns of language (syntax), and knowledge of letter-sound
correspondence (grapho-phonics).

Class news teaches literacy skills in context and provides support for students at all levels. Phonemic
awareness, phonics, and sight word knowledge are embedded in a meaningful context that also
involves the use of appropriate syntax, spelling, and punctuation. Children see how all the parts
interact to make a whole living meaningful language.
Developing sight words and sound-letter knowledge
Supporting children’s developing sight word and sound-letter knowledge is built into the process.
Children very quickly learn to recognise each other’s names and other high interest words that may
recur; such as, weekend, beach, holidays, family, mother, father, soccer, swimming.
The teacher focusses children’s attention on the print by asking children to; for example:
•
•
•
•

identify high interest or sight words
find words that begin with a particular letter
find words that rhyme with (word)
find and read the answers to questions provided in the text.

Extending the learning
•

•

To provide even more opportunities for reading, print the Class news for children to take
home to read to parents and carers each day. Reading the class news is something that
everyone enjoys because it is about them and their friends. Add some information about
what you’ve been doing in class that day and it becomes as much an opportunity for sharing
and communication as it is for reading.
(Note: While I am not necessarily fond of homework, it is an expectation of some school
communities. I consider Class news to be an effective and enjoyable homework activity.)
At the end of the week, gather all news items and staple them together to make a book
which can be placed in the reading corner for independent reading.

Examples of Class news throughout the year

Note the drawings in some examples. After sharing their news, children drew their pictures in Paint.
The drawings were saved and copied into the news. While the children loved illustrating their news,
and it is another way of showing off their skills, it is not necessary.
Note: At the beginning of the year I created a Class news template in Word. Changing the content
each day was then a simple process.
At the beginning of the year, I placed all children’s names into a box and drew out two names
randomly each day for sharing. Later in the year, when other items were added to the session, I
drew up a roster which was sent home with an explanation.
A sample introductory letter is provided on the next page.

Sample letter explaining Class news to parents
Dear Parents and Carers,
Regular Homework begins today with the first edition of our Class news.
Class news will be published daily and include news of 2-3 children each day, giving everyone a turn
at least once a fortnight. Please share reading this news with your child.
Encourage children to read what they can, or read it for them and discuss the content with them. Point
to each word as you read. Then help your child find the listed words, circle them in the text, and write
them on the page.
Praise your child for all attempts. Don’t expect too much. Encourage them to have a go.
Do not sound out words. Simply tell your children any words they don’t know, or read the whole text
for them. Don’t worry if you think they are just remembering, rather than reading. This is an excellent
beginning. As confidence grows, your child will begin to instantly recognize many of the recurring
words and so develop a “sight word vocabulary”.
As an additional discussion-starter, I will include a brief description of one or two of our day’s activities,
and reminders for the week.
Please do not make an issue of homework. The children usually enjoy reading about themselves and
their friends; and if you give them encouragement, support and lots of praise, they will enjoy it even
more.
While I will appreciate your support with this set work, the best homework always, is having fun with
your children, talking with them, reading to them and just spending time with them, appreciating
the wonderful people they are.
I hope you enjoy these home activities too. Please speak to me if you have any concerns.

Best wishes
(Class teacher)

